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ABSTRACT

  Young Learners in general can be defined as learners 
in Primary School aging 9-10 years old who are learning 
English as a Foreign Language. Sociolinguistics is the study 
of a language to social factors including differences of 
regional, class and occupational dialect, gender differenced 
and bilingualism. In this study the relation between language 
and society will be analyzed and discussed - a branch of 
both linguistics and sociology. Furthermore, we will specify 
how the Young Learners learn the English Language using 
the most effective skills of children’s productive use-reading 
and writing in relation to Sociolinguistics and what are their 
optimum age of learning, their categories, the advantages 
of early acquisition of the Second language. A research was 
applied to check at what size the group of Young Learners’ 
handwriting have improved and in the following, the Social 
Background Questionnaire was administered to check out at 
what extend their social background affect to the improvement 
of their writing. The children have their own characteristics 
and they are different from adults. They cover their way of 
thinking, their aptitude. To give the best quality the teachers 
should know to understand them well.     

Keyword: Young Leaners, Sociolinguistics, writing, reading,  
English as a Foreign Language
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1. INTRODUCTION

 Language is one of the most powerful emblems of 

social behavior. In the normal transfer of information through 

language, we use language to  send vital social messages 

about who we are, where we come from, and who we associate 

with. It is often shocking to realize how extensively we may 
judge a person’s background, character, and intentions based 
simply upon the person’s language, dialect, or, in some 
instances, even the choice of a single     word (Wolfram,1991). 
Sociolinguistics is the study of language in its social context 
an the study of social life through linguistics (Coupland and 
Jaworski,1997). The sociology of language deals with mainly 
broad issues concerning the relationship of language and 
society. Sociolinguistics is the field that studies the relation 
between language and society, between the uses of language 
and the social structures in which the users of language live. It 
is a field of study that assures that human society is made up 
of many related patterns and behaviours (Spolsky,1998).

The sociology of language examines interaction between two 
aspects of behaviours, the use of language and the social organization 
of behaviour. Briefly put, the sociology of language focuses upon 
the entire gamut of topics related to social organization of language 
behaviour, including not only language usage but also language 
attitudes and overt behaviours toward language and toward 
language users (Fishman, 1927)  

      In this study we will look up at features of Young Learners 
of how they learn the second language in early ages, what are their 
interests  for learning, how they develop themselves in reading and 
writing in English language etc.
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2.  RESEARCH METHOGOLOGY

     A research methodology is supported by the literature review. 

Data  collection consist of a research  applied to check the learners 

at what size have the group of Young Learners’ handwriting have 

improved. The Social Background Questionnaire was administered 

to check at what extend does their social background affect for the          

improvement of their writing. 

YOUNG LEARNERS 

     A child is defined as anyone who has not reached their 18th 
birthday irrespective of the age of majority in the country where 
the child is, or their home country (United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, 1989). Primary school pupils are children 
between 6 – 10 years old. 

       The definition of Young learner (YL) are the children 
between the ages of about 5 years old to 12 years old. In the 
British educational system and those in many others countries, 
this corresponds roughly with the years spent in the primary 
or elementary stages of formal education before the transition 
to secondary school. The upper age limit is a convenient one 
since in many other countries, too, the age of 11 or 12 brings a 
change from one type of school to a different one  or from one 
department to another within a single institution. Children at 
about the age of 11 or 12 begin to change in their approaches 
to many aspects of life and learning including the learning of 
a foreign language.

As Rivers points out young children “love to imitate, mime” 
.They are uninhibited in acting out roles, they enjoy repetition 
because it gives them a sense of assurance and achievement. Young 
children are physically active. Action songs, dramatization, the 
colouring and drawing of a pictures, manipulating real objects and 
puppets, action games likes “Simon Says” etc. are very expressive 
activities for the young child.
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     Kindergarten children are set to name things, a fundamental kind 

of control over and relationship with their environment. Therefore 

for children of kindergarten activities are lexical with structural 

items playing a purely incidental a formulaic role.

Language Content 
     Materials and subject to be used for young children are those 

which with potential rather than intrinsic. Child things to hold, 
drop, throw or carry, things to build with, to colour, to wear, to give 
and take, to hide and find are what matter when the child is growing 
experimentally in relationship to his environment. The need to name 
things is best benefitted by learning lexical sets-parts of the body, 
clothes, furniture, food, toys and animals etc. and this manipulative 
appeal are supplied by simple drawings and colouring activities.

      The natural development patterns of primary school child 
is suggesting an initial concern for naming things - nouns-and 
identifying where things are -prepositions - and doing things - 
verbs - opens up the world of action on role playing.

      When there is the sex role stereotyping of the maturing 
young child - little girls are by nature more interested in dolls and 
kitchens, little boys are more interested in boats and trains and 
lorries.

       Young learner is put into the position of thinking in English 
from the very start far more readily than the older beginner. The 
foreign language grows with him as an active part of his thinking 
talking and having first encountered English in its oral form he is 
never likely to regard the spoken word as inferior to print.

YOUNG CHILDREN LEARNING ENGLISH LANGUAGE

       The learning of English by young children is by no means as 

common as at later stages and the nature of the younger learner 

probably affects content and methods more than with each groups.
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THE OPTIMUM STARTING AGE

      A second even a third language can be acquired from the 

earliest ages, without seeming effort or retardation of the mother 

tongue. This occurs to all normal children, irrespective of levels of 

intelligence in a situation, therefore, when two or more languages 

are in natural use, they are best acquired together from the cradle.

       Most school experiments determined that starting a foreign 

language at the age of 8-9 on the one hand does not fail to catch 

teachable moment and on the other gives time for the basic mother 

tongue skills to have been firmly established. Ideally a child should 

not be taught to read and write English before he is literate in his 

mother tongue and the basic concepts of his first language are 

normally useful to those of another.

DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF YOUNG LEARNERS

         English for Young Learners (EYL) is a convenient blanket term 

often used to cover English Language Teaching and Learning to 

children in a wide variety of situations. The unifying characteristic 

is that the English being learned is not the native or predominant 

home-language of the learners.

English as a Foreign Language (EFL)

          English as a Foreign Language EFL is usually taken to mean 

the learning and teaching of the language is situations where the use 

of English outside the instructional situation is not institutionalized 

in society.

          In countries like Holland, Denmark or Israel, English is 
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used in such a wide-spread way and is to be found so readily; in 

the local media” that young learners can have a quite an extensive 

contact with it day to day.  In cases like this, school learning and 

natural exposure can be seen to interact positively in the language 

development of most young learners.

English as a Second Language (ESL)

          English as a Second Language is the term used in countries in 

which English is officially acknowledged to have an important role 

alongside the local language for the official business of the state and 

as the medium for at least some sectors of the educational system. 

India and Pakistan are often seen as the emblems of this role for 

English.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

         In countries like Britain, Australia and the United States, 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) rather than ESL is the 

currently favoured term for the objectives for English learning 

that are important for the many children whose predominant home 

language is not English, but who find themselves in situations 

where English is the medium for education and for transactions and 

interactions in society at large.

        Children in this type of situation are “exposed to a lot of 

English outside the school but it is also true to say that for these 

Young Learners, English is often addressed as a particular issue 

within the school and given special attention for part of the school 

day or school week.
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ADVANTAGES OF EARLY  ACQUISITION OF SECOND 
LANGUAGE

        Languages appear to be acquired informally and mastered to 

native like proficiency in the early years before about age 6 whereas 

they appear to be learned with conscious effort and mastered to non-

native like proficiency after about age 14. The first six years or so may 

be considered a critical period for language acquisition, especially 

for phonology and basic syntax (Scovel, 1988). Neurologically the 

brain functions of the young children are more plastic than those 

of older people                  (“Development of Laterality “ chap. 

12). Socio-psychologically, young children enjoy all ten favorable 

conditions for language acquisition, whereas, older people enjoy 

only a few (“Critical Period(s) for Language acquisition “chap. 8).

  The ten conditions are:

1. Children have a compelling need to communicate .

2. The language they are acquiring is their main means of 

communication.

3. Children are exposed to speech for much of their working 

time.

4. Children easily identify with their speech models .

5. Children have imitative impulses.

6. Children are not inhibited in trying out   incorrect utterances.

7. Family members tolerate, even delight in children’s “cute 

errors”.

8. Adults gear their speech to children’s levels.

9. Speech is used in a concrete way, in a context of here and 

now.
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10. Children’s main activities in real life are acquiring language(s) 

and gaining knowledge about the world.

All of these conditions are available to young children whether they 

acquire one or two languages.

BASIC PRINCIPLES

      The principles bellow are basic in two senses: they are deliberately 

uncontroversial and they are rooted in what can we know about 

young children.

  1. Linguistic development: Two potential    features of the 8 year old 

argue for an initial emphasis on aural-oral skills:

    - Children of this age spent most of their lives dependent solely 

on these skills as a means of communication and learning;

     -Reading and writing skills may not be fully established in the 

native language.

2. Attention span: Children find it difficult to concentrate for 

long periods on any single activity.

3. Memory: Young children seem to have poor long - term 

memories.

4. Cognitive development: Children of this age are not yet at a 

stage when they are fully capable of handling abstract concepts, 

of analytical reasoning. They acquire the grammar of their native 

language through an inductive process, and it is logical that 

foreign language teaching follows the same principle.

        The four features discussed so far have    negative characteristics. 

The fifth feature has a positive feature.

5. Curiosity: For children, the world is fascinating place and one 
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source of that fascination is difference. They are eager to know 

about everything which happens around them.

TWO BASIC SKILLS

         There are two basic skills which Young   Learners learn a 

language at the beginning of the courses: reading and writing.

       Reading is a complex process and sometimes is astonishing 

how children manage to do so well at such a young age. It involves 

“decoding” or working out the meaning of unknown words on 

the page and in the light of their past experience, making sense 

of the whole.  Children’s ability to read in a foreign language is 

even more remarkable, but is often underestimated and sometimes 

underutilized. 

3. READING 

      Children who have learned what reading is about can read a 
certain number of words by sight (see figure 1). Once they have seen 
a word five, twenty or perhaps thirty times (the number depends 
on their maturity and ability) they can recognize it and read it by 
themselves without having to decode it or to be told how to read it. 
This is called “sight recognition”.
        To decode words children use clues often unconsciously from 
several methods, combining them in the most economical way to get 
information. 
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Clues to reading
Shape of the word 
 
  

Length
Letters above or below the line 
_rp___, i ,
Initial and/or final letter 
MQ0; uOt
Letter pattern within the word 
ptoy’l
Sound of the word
Based on letter/sound knowledge (phonics)
The sound of a word is worked out and possibly 
related to previous oral experience
Position of the word in the structure
Prediction of unrecognized word from previous use 
of spoken language 
From context
Information obtained from the text gives clues to 
the unrecognized word
From the illustration
Illustration backs up text by providing the clues

Reading Program  

     Children who have already learned to read in their mother tongue 
on language of instruction have understood the technical features 
of written language and the communicative nature of reading. They 
have also developed sufficient muscular - coordination of eye and 
hand movements to read print. For these children, learning to read 
in English involves merely transferring their First Language reading 
skills and applying them, when relevant, to reading in Second 
English (Dunn, 1983).
       Children whose First language is written in Roman script, for 
example, French, Dutch, etc. learn to read in English quickly, if 
motivated.  If they have an oral knowledge of the language used in 
early books they quickly pass through the stage of reading word by 
word to reading in phrases, with good pronunciation, intonation and 
stress.
        Young Children at this age are learning new things all the 
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times. Some may be learning another form of reading in learning to 
read music. Also the fact that they have already developed sufficient 
muscular control of their eye movement to be able to read print 
means that they quickly adjust to different eye movements. Some 
children when they have acquired sight recognition of about fifty 
to seventy words, start developing their own personal decoding. 
Provided they are given plenty of language and reading experience, 
these children go on to become good decoders.

WRITING

    A second most valuable skill that Young Learners use at the 
beginning of the course is writing. Children generally enjoy 
writing,they are often all, at an age when their experience of writing 
in their mother tongue is still very limited so that any kind of activity 
even copying, has a certain important value for them.

Right-handers
      Generally Young Learners while writing hold the pencil between 
the thumb and first finger providing additional support. The other 
two fingers can rest lightly on the paper. Normally, the pencil is 
placed on the paper in opposition between about ten or eleven on a 
clock that is about 45º to the left of the upright.

Left - Handers
      Children who write with the left hand hold the pencil in the same 
way as a right - hander. Children, except that the grip should be 
further away from the point to enable student children to see what 
they have written and the unsharpened end should point towards the 
body. This position helps to avoid the natural inclination of the left- 
hander to push the hand of the body at a steep slow towards the body 
in order to enable the hand to pull away from writing.           

Hand Writing Size
      Young children can’t write letters as small as some adult can as 
they do not have fine enough muscular control. To write them very 
large is also difficult for young children, as this also requires well 
developed muscular control. For young children who already write 
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first language in another script, first hand writing should be 5 mm 
in size. Gradually as children grow in competence, the size can be 
reduced to 4 mm in size.

THE SOCIAL BACKGROUND QUESTIONNAIRE

         The social background questionnaire was applied to Young 
Learners of fourth grade of “Mustafa Kemal Ataturk” Primary 
School in Gostivar, Macedonia. This questionnaire aims to get some 
data about the children and their parents. Having information about 
their parents will provide us with some clues about their social 
background. Sixteen student were participated in this questionnaire 
which of them eight boys and eight girls. Their age average age is 
nine. 

THE RESULTS OF THE SOCIAL BACKGROUND 
QUESTIONNAIRE

          As mentioned before, sixteen young learners were participated 
in this social background questionnaire.
Question 1: Refers to the students names.
Question 2: Refers to their ages. 14 of them are nine years old 
whereas 2 of them are ten years old.
Question 3: Refers to their father’s job and educational level. There 
are different responds such as teacher, merchant, agriculture, free 
worker, TV repairer etc.
Question 4: Refers to their mother’s job and educational level. Most 
of them are house wives whereas one is a teacher, one is a tailor and 
a nurse.

Question 5: Refers about their number of sisters and brothers. They 
do not have crowded families. The average number of their family 
members is 5. It is important to mention that the students’ parents 
income level is middle.
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APPLICATION OF STUDENT’S HANDWRITING
        As it has been mentioned before, young children can not 
write letters as small as adults do, as, they do not have enough 
muscular control and to write them very large is also very difficult 
for young children as also this requires well developed muscular 
control. So the aim of the study will be whether the young children 
have enough muscular control while writing and which hand do the 
young learners write with. Whether the young learners have enough 
well muscular control or not have been defined by adding points:
A - The leaner has fine enough muscular control. 
B - The learner has fine but not enough muscular control 
C - The learner doesn’t have muscular control.
      The young learners were asked to write the sentences written in 
the blackboard shown as in example:

Dilara is a girl

An orange is not yellow

I am nine years old.

THE RESULTS OF THEIR HANDWRITING

     Under the categorizing of their handwriting, all of the children 
were        right-handers.
     Four of the children do not have muscular control.
     Six of them with fine but not enough muscular control, whereas:

     Six of the children have with fine and with enough muscular 
control, in other words six of them have a fine handwriting and with 
the correct size of letters.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CLASS
       I have had an opportunity to observe the class of young learners 
of fourth grade of “Mustafa Kemal Ataturk” Primary School in 
Gostivar for 2 days. As mentioned before the number of learners 
who participated the questionnaire was 16.  The children in the class 
were quite ambitious in learning, asking many questions during the 
lesson.
      Young learners mostly preferred their native language, while 
learning the English Language. They have been learning the target 
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language by seeing and joining the lesson. Such as they see the 
picture of apple and if they touch the object they can not easily 
forget the name of objects. The children were very interested in 
naming things or if they had a dialogue about greetings, they were 
acting out in front of the green board. 
      At the end of the lesson student were given project work such as 
occupations. Student draws a doctor drawing or s/he cuts a picture 
of a doctor and writes what he is. When students learn the names of 
objects by project work they mostly don’t forget.
      The young learners were taught that we use (s) for singular objects 
mostly through lots of examples. There the target language is taught 
inductively. They were also learning about interactions between two 
or more people through dialogues. Apologizes, requests, greetings 
were all taught through dialogues. Their accomplishment was very 
important for the language learning. For example when they learned 
“days of week” they gave a color for each day and they made a 
timetable and point each day to its color (e.g. red Monday, blue 
Tuesday, etc).
      They easily learned things by listening and repeating but they 
often forgot in short time. They all enjoy writings of every kinds, 
even copying paragraphs, songs, poem were very attractive for them. 
In the class during the teaching process the most learners were quiet 
- they were quite aware of teachers’ and their own role.

RELATION TO SOCIOLINGUISTICS

      As Hudson (1980) defines the sociolinguistics as “the study of 
language in relation to the society” it has become an important part 
of language teaching and linguistics.
       The latest approaches to language teaching focus not only 
conveying the vocabulary and grammar rules of a language but 
also teaching social aspects of language such as language varieties, 
social and individual differences etc. Under this subject we can 
make a correlation between individual differences, sociolinguistic 
and Young Learners.
      Young Learners have different learning styles. Also learners 
have different handwriting because of their ability or having enough 
muscular control. Maybe it is because learners’ socio cultural 
background affect their learning and hand writing.
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4. CONCLUSION

    In this study was aimed to give some information and useful 
comments about The Young Learners and their handwriting.  Here 
we aimed to make a research over their handwriting as well. We 
know that some of Young Learners can not have fine enough 
muscular control of their handwriting. By examining the students of 
average age of 9 years, it was found that four of them did not have 
muscular control. We also included a questionnaire for their social 

background. It was shown that those learners who did not have fine 
handwriting were the children of those parent’s of low education 
status. Maybe this affects their writing.
      We learned that Young Learners enjoy writing, they also enjoy 
copying writing from an example, especially if it has some purpose, 
like making cards for games, writing invitations etc. It gives them a 
chance to reproduce something by themselves which does not need 
any correction by a teacher. It is also a creative experience for them, 
as handwriting in itself is a form of creative expression.
       Children learn much from each others’ work and more often 
is learned from other children’s ideas of presentation, design and 
layout then from explanations given by the teacher.
     The children have their own characteristics and styles, which 
are different from adults. The characteristics cover their ways of 
thinking, their attitude, their aptitude, their capability. They also 
help to the children’s ways of learning the language. This of course 
influence to the ways of teaching them. In order to give the best 
quality of teaching English to children, the teacher’s should know 
and understand them well.         
         We saw that young children acquire one or more languages 
informally and to native proficiency, whereas adults learn languages 
with a conscious effort and to non - native proficiency. But it has been 
observed that children acquiring their first language easily and well, 
yet the learning of a second language particularly in an educational 
setting often meets with great difficulty and sometimes failure. We 
should therefore be able to learn something from systematic study 

of that first language learning experience.                 
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